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Welcome to Elemore Hall School, an alternative provision of secondary education.  In this prospectus, 
we outline how we will care for your child, the curriculum we offer, standards that we expect and a 
number of aspects to school life here. 
 
Elemore Hall is a Durham County Council day and residential special school for approximately 86 
secondary aged pupils who have found it difficult to achieve success in mainstream education due to 
their social, emotional and mental health difficulties.  There are 25 resident and 51 extended day 
pupil spaces.   
 
Elemore Hall has a fabulous location, based in an 18th Century Manor House (with additional more 
modern buildings) set in extensive grounds in the open countryside.  As a school, it has been in       
existence since 1958 and occupies a site of over 40 acres, consisting of buildings, grounds,       
woodland, playing fields, arable and horticultural land.  Our modern classroom area includes a   
fantastic sports hall, music suite and food technology area. 

WELCOME, FROM STAFF AND STUDENTS 

Leaders work proactively with a wide range of external agencies to ensure pupils’ safety. 
Staff make child protection referrals appropriately and immediately. They fulfil their duty 

of care well. 

OFSTED 2017 
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The school’s catchment area is the whole of County Durham and therefore pupils come from a wide 
range of social and domestic situations presenting a diversity of educational, social and behavioural 
needs and challenges.  All pupils have experienced some failure and/or rejection in their previous 
schools and have damaged self-esteem, self-worth and self-confidence. 
 
Many pupils have been permanently excluded from at least one previous school and all have a 
statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education Health Care Plan.  In addition to social, 
emotional and mental health difficulties, many pupils have additional generalised or specific learning 
difficulties. 

Every pupil is assigned a personal tutor when they start Elemore Hall school.  Personal Tutors are 
mainly classroom based, providing support during lessons.  Personal tutors demonstrate the positive 
values, attitudes and behaviour they expect from children and young people.  They provide         
individual support and encourage the development of positive and supportive relationships.  They 
also contribute to the development of practical, independent living and social skills, and encourage 
and record progress.   
 
Personal Tutors maintain regular contact with parents or carers and it is the hope that Personal Tutors 
support pupils from beginning until the end of their school life.  Weekly  telephone calls will be made 
by Personal Tutors to provide updates of the week.  A good home-school partnership will ensure that 
your child has the best possible conditions for success. 

PROVIDING A LINK BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 

OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM 

LOCKER FACILITY 

SPORTS HALL 

ELEMORE HALL SCHOOL      PROSPECTUS 2 



THE IMPORTANCE OF PROGRESS 

Parents are well informed about their child’s progress 

through well-written and comprehensive termly reports. 

OFSTED 2017 

Each year, a review of your child’s Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) takes place.  Usually, 
they are held in school and parents/carers are encouraged to attend alongside any other           
professionals from the Local Authority, Social Services, Health sector and so on.  The focus of the   
review is to look over your child’s progress in the past year and decided whether the outcomes are 
still appropriate.  After the review, a report of what happened is prepared by the school and 
shared with those who attended or submitted information to be discussed. 
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All pupils set individual targets several times a year.  These are assessed each term at Progress and 
Achievement Meetings or ’PAMs’.  PAMs are one of the school’s main tools for face to face           
engagement between staff, pupil and parents/carers to discuss progress.  The meetings are         
invariably positive and highlight successes and achievements. 
 
The purpose of PAMs is to explore the Personal and Social Skills of pupils, to recognise progress 
made through pupil participation in activities, extended day, residence, enrichment, representation, 
etc. and to set targets for future development.  They do not report on academic progress or review 
the EHCP – these are done at other times. 
 
The PAMs process is continual and forms a key part of the Personal/Teacher Tutor role and the    
Personal and Social Development programme for pupils.  The start date for the programme is when 
a pupil joins the school and the end date is when they leave.  PAMs are run in conjunction with Per-
sonal Tutorials and progress in Personal and Social Skills is recorded in a pupil’s individual profile 
document.  The aim is that over time pupils will develop independence in the personal and social skills 
listed and have a folder of evidence to remind them of what they have achieved. 

PAMs 

ANNUAL REVIEWS 



OUR VISION, GOALS AND VALUES 

GOALS 
 

 To encourage parents to be included and interested in their child’s education and provide regular     

opportunities for information sharing 

 To run activities during the year designed to encourage cooperation between pupils and staff from 

across the school 

 To ensure that pupils views are heard through regular meetings including PAMs, School Meeting and 

Junior Leadership Team 

 To provide a range of high quality curriculum subjects leading to accreditation 

 To expect all pupils to achieve accreditation in Mathematics and English 

 To encourage all members of the school community to read for pleasure 

 To ensure that pupils have access to an overt and ‘hidden’ 24 hour social curriculum to develop their 

personal, social and independence skills 

 To actively engage pupils in extended day and residential activities to develop their social skills 

 To involve all members of the school community in ensuring that the school environment is clean, tidy, 

safe, cared for and welcoming 

 To encourage a sense of belonging to the school 

 For staff to feel that they are making a worthwhile contribution and that they are included, valued and 

motivated 

 For every member of the school community to be the best that they can be 

 To use the school grounds and environment to provide opportunities for education, development and  

enjoyment 

 To ensure that transition into the school is well planned and supportive 

 To ensure that all pupils have well considered and supported plans for moving on from Elemore post16 

 To encourage every member of the school community to be a good and responsible citizen 

 To promote ‘Britishness’ as a sense of identity and belonging 

 To have a positive attitude towards opportunities and development 

“Our vision for Elemore Hall is to create a happy, positive, successful 
and worthwhile place to be for all members of the school community.” 



VALUES 
 

 Honesty and integrity are essential in working successfully together 

 A willingness to give things a go and get involved in school events sets a good example to others, opens 

up opportunities and develops our self esteem and confidence 

 Support and care for others efforts, achievements and feelings help us succeed, celebrate and recover 

 Commitment, endeavour and resilience help us to see things through to the end 

 Inquisitiveness and a desire to learn are important qualities that help people to understand the world 

around them better 

 Respect for our self improves personal appearance and attitude and has a positive impact on relation-

ships with others and learning 

 Respect for others and their cultures, beliefs, faiths and differences encourages openness, sharing, team-

work, tolerance and decreases bullying 

 Respect for buildings, environment and equipment help make school a better place to be for everyone 

 Presenting ourselves well at all times creates a good impression to others 

 Following the rules, systems and policies in school ensures that everyone knows what is expected of them 

 We seek to be happy through being positive, optimistic and safe 

“The aim of Elemore Hall is to help pupils to reach a stage where 
they are able to successfully engage in the mainstream of society.  

Consequently, the aim of education at Elemore is to promote     
appropriate and sustained self-change.” 
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UNIFORM 

All pupils are expected to wear a uniform.  We have purposefully chosen a simple 
and cost effective approach to enable all pupils to wear it.  
 
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 
 White polo shirt 
 Royal blue sweatshirt / hoodie / fleece 
 Clean, sensible shoes / trainers 
 
Year 11 
 White polo shirt 
 Navy blue sweatshirt / hoodie / fleece 
 Clean, sensible shoes / trainers 
 
PE kit 
 T shirt / vest 
 Tracksuit bottoms / shorts 
 Clean trainers, with a non marking sole for use in the sports hall 
 Trainers / football boots for outdoors 

 
0855-
0920 

0920-
1000 

1000 - 
1040 

1040-
1055 

1055-
1135 

1135-
1215 

1215-
1310 

1310-
1345 

1345-
1420 

1420-
1435 

1435-
1510 

1510-
1545 

Monday L 1 L 2 

BREAK 

L 3 L 4 

LUNCH 

L 5 L 6 

BREAK  

L 7 L 8 

Morning 
Meeting 

/Reading 
time 

Tuesday L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4 L 5 L 6 L 7 L 8 

Wednesday L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4 L 5 L 6 L 7 L 8 

Thursday L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4 L 5 L 6 L 7 L 8 

Friday L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4  

THE SCHOOL DAY 

Pupils can spend break times on the school yard or access a number of clubs in 
school such as; 
 
Basements 
Computer games, pool tables, air hockey table, sofa seating and refreshments 
 
Music Club 
Computers, iPads, drums, guitars, keyboards, microphones 
 
Art Club 
Computers, iPads, creative materials 
 
Sports Hall 
Sports equipment for team based activities and skills practice 

“The basements are a 
safe and welcoming 

environment.” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 
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“We believe that everyone should be given the opportunity 
to make a positive contribution to the life of the school.” 

Pupils, through the work of the junior leadership 
team, contribute well to key decisions made by 

senior leaders. 

OFSTED 2017 

The democratically elected members of the school’s 
junior leadership team make important decisions. 
For example, after consulting with  pupils, they   

recently decided to introduce a school uniform. 

OFSTED 2017 

As a community, it is important to consider the views of pupils on all matters that affect them. 
In order to promote this, one pupils from each class is democratically elected to represent the views 
of their peers. 
 
Together, they form our... 

 

Junior Leadership Team 

Elemore Hall has had a very active school council for a number of years.  Pupils meet regularly with 
members of the senior staff team and have been responsible for many developments within school 
such as organising sporting and charity events, choosing new football strips and improving the    
physical environment within the school grounds.  JLT members are always involved in interviews for 
new staff. 

THE PUPIL VOICE 
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Pupils can gain house points in the following ways: 

 100% attendance in school and at lessons  –  5 points 

 Wearing uniform  –  1 point per day 

 Contribution to morning meeting or school meeting  –  1 point per contribution 

 Active participation in class assembly  –  2 points 

 Positive report from lesson  –  1 point for each report 

 Lesson Star – 2 points 

 Positive report from activity  –  1 point for each report 

 Positive report from social time  –  1 point for each report 

 Great effort in morning reading  –  1 point 

 Representing the school (for example in sport)  –  5 points 

 Participating in a school performance  –  5 points 

Rewards: 

Weekly:  a score of at least 11 house points will allow access to the basements during break times 

Termly:  a trip out for the fifteen top earners that term 

Annually: the house with the highest total will choose the destination for the 'Big Trip'.   The twenty 

pupils with the highest house points from any house will be eligible to attend. 

On arrival at school, new pupils and staff are randomly put into one of five house groups.  Every 

week points are awarded to individual pupils for a number of achievements.  There are a number of 

occasions throughout the year where there are whole school events such as sports days and challenge 

days where houses compete as a team against other houses.  Every house has a mixture of staff from 

across the school and pupils of all ages. 

HOUSE TEAMS 
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The ‘transitions coordinator’ works proactively with a range of     
providers to ensure that all pupils access further education, training 

or employment when they leave the school. 

OFSTED 2017 

Careers education is strong and effective for year 11 

pupils. 

OFSTED 2017 

It is a feature of the school that at some point all pupils will leave.  The transition process is an      
important part of what we do at Elemore Hall.   
 
The transitions coordinator will work closely with those about to leave the school and prepare them, 
their parents/carers and their destination (e.g. education placement, training, work place) for the 
transition.  The transition coordinator will continue to remain in touch with pupils after they have left 
school in order to continue to provide support, encouragement etc. and to reduce the possibility of a 
pupil not continuing with their studies etc. 
 
Working with the pupil, parents/carers and other agencies, the transitions coordinator liaises with 
potential destinations and providers to try to achieve a suitable and successful employment,          
education or training placement for pupils. 

“I got nine GCSEs, I’ve been 
to college and I’m doing my 

third year at Sunderland 
University studying Media 

and Culture.” 
 

Elemore Hall 
School Leaver 

The school recognises and honours the successes of all pupils.  Although academic success is important 
and the school is proud of pupils achievements at GCSE, pupils successfully achieve at personal and 
social levels too.  
 
Success is recognised daily through ‘thought for the day’, merits and positive comments from staff, 
and weekly at whole school meetings.  Pupils achieve recognition for learning and achievement, and 
earn house points for outstanding performance and full attendance. 

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE 

“Because of Music here, 
I’m going to do 
Electronic Music 
Production at 

Newcastle College.” 
 

Elemore Hall 
pupil 

“I’m doing 
level 3 Media studies 

at New College 
Durham.” 

 
Elemore Hall 
School Leaver 
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Mathematics 
At Elemore Hall we like to think we offer something different in Maths.  Whilst classroom 
based learning is necessary – we also like to build into the curriculum some outdoor maths 
learning.  Our extensive grounds are ideal for covering topics such as measuring, shape 
and space, co-ordinates, bearings, ratio, area & perimeter and volume. 
Pupils in year 10 will complete their Entry Level Certificate.  It is expected that all pupils 
will achieve their GCSE qualification in Year 11.  It is our aim to equip pupils with skills for 
life which will stand them in good stead for a bright future. 

English 
English is the basic structure to learning, and is relevant to all subjects taught at Elemore Hall school.  We 
believe that wherever there is speaking, reading, writing and creative or critical thinking, English is     
essential.  We recognise that all pupils have the potential to develop language and literacy skills to   
enable them to be articulate, reflective and creative.  We aim to develop the necessary skills to use the 
English language confidently, appropriately and accurately, while cultivating an appreciation for classic 
and contemporary English and world literature, and encouraging a love for reading. 
Pupils will access the Step Up to English AQA qualification and all pupils are expected to achieve their 
GCSE qualification in both English Language and English Literature.  Pupils can access further support 
during extended evenings to give them the best possible chance at succeeding. 

Leaders agree that the school’s most able pupils 

are making the most rapid progress in English. 

OFSTED 2017 

A DIVERSE CURRICULM 

The school day curriculum at Elemore Hall is dynamic and varied, combining the subjects that any 
school would be expected to teach with some more unusual areas of study such as bush craft and 
Outdoor Pursuits.  We believe strongly in constantly looking at what we offer to pupils and trying to 
make it as appropriate, meaningful, enjoyable and accreditable as possible.  Due to our small num-
bers, all pupils study all subjects offered. 
 
Learning outside the classroom is very important at Elemore Hall.  We are fortunate in having terrific 
grounds that we use for a wide range of activities including science, art, PE and photography to 
name a few.  We also have an outdoor learning centre located in the margin between our sports 
field and the wilderness area of the pond/ancient woodland and within easy walking distance of a 
range of habitats and ecosystems.  

ELEMORE HALL SCHOOL    10 



Numeracy & Literacy Withdrawal 
When pupils first enter school they are assessed for their levels in reading, spelling, comprehension and 
maths.  This gives an approximate age equivalent and percentile ranking from which intervention can 
take place and progress can be monitored.   
Pupils are given 1 to 1 support with literacy and numeracy depending on the results of the initial         
assessment.  This is to help pupils make general progress where their development may be delayed or to 
fill gaps in learning.  This can include reading books of choice, practicing spellings and other literacy 
based activities, or a range of numeracy interventions. 
Since September ‘19 there has been a reading initiative where pupils get the opportunity to read every 
day using various resources within class.  There is also an Accelerated Reader scheme which monitors and 
rewards the progress made by pupils. 

Younger pupils with low prior ability in reading 
are making faster progress this year.  They are 
able to answer simple reading comprehension 
questions correctly and are beginning to choose 

books to read for pleasure. 

OFSTED 2017 

Science 
At Elemore Hall science encourages pupils to attain knowledge, skills and understanding of scientific 
principles and apply these to new contexts.  Science is the study of the world around us.  Scientists 
learn about their subject by observing, describing, and experimenting.  This is why most lessons 
have practical experiments that give pupils a chance to develop and experience scientific ideas.  
Science gives pupils the chance to question the universe and world around us. 
Pupils in years 7 and 8 will study a broad range of science topics which will provide knowledge 
and skills for the GCSE course.  Units include forensics, space exploration and cutting edge      
chemistry.  In year 9, pupils have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
the basic principles further by undertaking the AQA Entry Level in Science.  This course builds on the 
skills and knowledge taught at key stage 3 and gives pupils a solid foundation for their GCSE 
qualification.  In years 10 and 11, pupils work towards achieving GCSE Biology. 
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Music 
Music at Elemore Hall aims to be an inclusive and engaging subject that inspires pupils 
to get involved in collaboration, independent learning, trying new skills and performing 
in front of their peers and the wider school community.  Ultimately, we would like to help 
learners become more confident by supporting them to try new skills that help build their 
self-esteem.  Pupils have the opportunity to work in the recording studio, play together 
in bands, help set up concerts, and learn about music from different parts of the world.  
Pupils can perform regularly in school concerts and open day events.  A peripatetic   
guitar teacher visits school once a week for 1 to 1 guitar tuition. 
With the exciting addition of the Rock School qualification to the curriculum, all pupils 
can achieve flexible and practical accreditation that is recognised in colleges and     
universities.  Pupils can achieve a Level 1 and 2 Music Practitioners Qualification, which 
is equivalent to a GCSE. 

Humanities 
Humanities is divided into History and Geography.  Topics covered in History include the 
Romans, Medieval Britain, Native Americans Indians, the Industrial Revolution, the First World 
War, the Holocaust and the Cold War.  Topics in Geography include volcanoes and earth-
quakes, map reading, rainforests,  climate crisis, rivers, coasts and world population. 
The timetable can be collapsed at any given time to focus on sudden current events that are 
happening in the world.  This gives pupils an in-depth knowledge of the world that we live in 
and how it works.  Fieldtrips are also built into the curriculum and link to the topics that are 
covered. 
Humanities is incredibly successful at Elemore Hall and our pupils leave with an enquiring 
mind into how the world works and a desire to learn more.  There is opportunity to gain a 
GCSE qualification for any individual who has the desire to follow the course during        
extended evenings. 

The school ensures that pupils achieve work-related qualifications 
in a wide range of areas including ‘Rock School,’ preparation 

for work, mental health and nutrition.  

OFSTED 2017 



Art 
Here at Elemore there is a lot more to Art than drawing! Topics covered include 
spray painting, painting large murals, graphic t-shirt designs, war and tribal tattoos, 
African masks, fine art drawings and model making.  There are lots of options for 
pupils to work independently on different projects within the same class.  We are 
able to make use of the school grounds by creating sculptures in the woods, taking 
photos of wildlife and flowers, and drawing landscapes.  
Pupils take part in workshops such as glass stencilling at Sunderland Glass Centre 
and visit art galleries such as ‘The Laing’ gallery in Newcastle.  All pupils have the 
opportunity to complete a full two year GCSE qualification in Art and Design, where 
each pupil will concentrate on their own individual skills and talents. 

“I get on with staff 
and pupils at Elemore 
Hall.  They’ve helped 

me with problems 
and encouraged me 

to do well.” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 

Drama 
Pupils in key stage 3 enjoy weekly Drama lessons, whether they are in the classroom or outside, in 
the school grounds.  Drama makes an important contribution to the developing of creative thinking 
skills across the curriculum.  It promotes positive self image and confidence, and improves pupils’ 
reading skills and language development, while challenging their perceptions of the world. 
Our Drama lessons are fun, interesting and challenging.  We give pupils opportunities to work in 
small groups, perform on stage and evaluate their performances.  Drama can be an escape from 
their everyday lives.  In Drama, pupils can become anyone, anywhere, any time! 
      ‘Be not afraid of greatness!’  William Shakespeare 
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Physical Education 
PE at Elemore Hall offers pupils something unique and different to other subjects.  We focus on the 
development of physical and social interaction skills by delivering a wide range of activities from 
football and athletics, to less common sports such as Trampolining and Danish long ball.  The sports 
hall allows pupils to take part in a wider range of sports both within the PE curriculum and during 
extended evenings. 
Qualifications offered in PE include BTEC Level 1 certificate in Sport & Active Leisure.  Pupils also 
develop the ability to work as a team, group cohesion, resilience and learn how to live a healthy 
active lifestyle. 

“Talent is regularly showcased at school open days 
and events. Pupils perform in bands together, and 

compete in many sports such as football, table  
tennis and basketball.” 

“All of the staff get 
involved in lessons. 

That makes me want 
to be involved.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 

“I love representing 
the school.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 

“I think the sports 
hall is mint       

because you get 
to play football.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 

Sports Fixtures 
Our school is involved in a number of sporting events throughout the 
school year.  Some fixtures are tied in to the school calendar and some 
are arranged between local schools.  Events include county athletics, 
basketball, cross country and football matches.  Pupils are selected 
depending on their behaviour, attendance and enthusiasm for school. 
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Food and Nutrition 
Through a number of different projects in Food Technology pupils learn to work safely and 
hygienically, and develop a range of practical skills to prepare and present a variety of 
products.  Pupils are encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle through the promotion of healthy 
eating, making the right food choices and budgeting.  Pupils develop confidence in their   
cooking skills and abilities, and have the satisfaction of taking food home for their family to 
taste. 
The food department enthusiastically takes part in fundraising events throughout the year, such 
as Macmillan’s World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.  Such occasions give pupils the chance to 
showcase their cooking skills and work together as part of a passionate team.  All pupils are 
given the opportunity to gain a GCSE within the subject. 

Resistant Materials / Design Technology 
Resistant Materials is part of the design technology curriculum, where pupils are encouraged 
to  develop their creativity and gain the technical skills needed to produce useful products.  
This subject helps pupils to understand the importance of sustainability and environmental   
issues, by expanding their knowledge of different types of materials and technologies. 
The lessons have a very relaxed feel and pupils are encouraged to work independently, using 
a wide variety of tools and equipment including CAD/CAM.  RM has strong links with Art and 
Computing is used in the vast majority of the design stage, along with Mathematics 
(measurements) and English (writing reports about products).  Each pupil will get a minimum of 
two lessons per week, and every pupil is offered the opportunity to gain a GCSE qualifica-
tion. 

Teachers and learning support assistants are highly 

skilled in managing pupils’ behaviour in lessons. 

OFSTED 2017 
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Photography 
Interested in looking at the world from a different perspective? This accessible 
and creative subject looks at camera skills and how to take amazing pictures. 
Pupils look at inspiring photographers and what makes a picture amazing, 
producing two pieces of coursework and sitting a controlled ten hour exam. 
Pupils can take their photography journey in any direction they want and see 
the world from many different angles!  
Students receive two photography lessons a week and achieve their GCSE 
Photography (lens and light-based media) qualification. 

Computing 
In the 21st Century it is essential to have the skills to understand and use Information and            
Communication Technology.  From using applications to understanding Internet Safety, Computing 
equips  students with the lifelong skills necessary in their future development in the modern world.  ICT 
lends itself to cross curricular themed work, not only enhancing literacy and numeracy skills but also 
enhancing a wider knowledge and understanding of the world.  Computing is fun and creative – from 
making films and robots, to mixing music or designing/creating and programming simple games, 
Computing has it all. 
Lessons in year 7, 8 and 9 are all about acquiring basic skills and applying them to numerous       
projects.  Year 10 and 11 are dedicated to working towards their GCSE Photography. 

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSEWORK 

Horticulture 
Studying in a school surrounded by beautiful countryside and large gardens, we are in a position to 
offer the Edexcel BTEC horticulture qualification to all pupils in key stage 4.  This course allows   
pupils to work outside in the grounds learning a variety of practical and work related skills in    
horticulture.  Here, they will learn to sow, grow and harvest their own produce, while working     
towards a level 2 qualification.  The course is assessed completely through a written portfolio of 
assignments and practical observations, meaning no exams! During the course pupils will have the 
opportunity to work both collaboratively with their peers, and independently in a variety of       
different settings, from the classroom to the gardens to local garden nurseries. 



Culture 
Culture is an exciting and inclusive subject that gets you thinking about yourself and the world around 

you.  Pupils explore many different topics such as current affairs; personal and social skills, beliefs and 

values, and careers.  Pupils in KS3 are set Key Steps challenges (ASDAN) to complete, which involve   

visits in the community, presentations by guest speakers, acquiring new skills (such as first aid),            

international visits, class debates and presentations – the list is endless!  

We have a wide range of ongoing support working alongside local police, youth workers and our school 

nurse who provides regular sessions through class workshops.  Pupils have recently engaged in workshops 

with Police Interceptors, Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service, Prison Me No Way! and have 

began a drugs ambassador programme. 

We are currently developing new ideas for culture as staff are being trained through the “THRIVE” pupil 

resilience programme.  We are aiming to develop new workshops to help promote self-awareness and 

positive mental health.  All activities feed into pupil’s personal and social skills files, developing crucial 

skills for life during and beyond school. 

Outdoor Education 
In Outdoor Education, pupils learn how to safely partake in three different activities and will enjoy 
a number of bush craft lessons.  During autumn and winter pupils learn how to rock climb and belay, 
and how to safely control a climbing rope and ensure the safety of another climber.  During the 
spring term pupils take part in skiing sessions where they are taught how to snow plough, plough 
turn and parallel turn, and often have the chance to slalom race in the last session.  Pupils leave this 
activity ready to hit the slopes and have fun in skiing villages all over the world.  Throughout the 
summer term pupils are taught to  kayak on the Tees Barrage.  Skills taught include how to control a 
kayak, turn on the spot, paddle backwards, rescue another kayaker, capsize safely and get back 
into a kayak whilst still in the water.   
Pupils tend to enjoy outdoor education lessons as they are learning away from the school building.  
It takes pupils out of their immediate comfort zone in a very safe and controlled environment.   
All adventurous sports come with an award at the end of training.  Pupils achieve NICAS Level 1, 2 
and 3 (National Indoor Climbing Award Scheme) and 1 and 2* Skiing Award.  We hope that such 
courses will also help pupils to develop their skills in cooperation and trust, as well as self          
confidence. 

The programme to develop cultural awareness is effective and covers a 
wide range of topics, showing how the school raises pupils’ awareness of 

key issues locally and in the wider global community. 

OFSTED 2017 
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Beekeeping 
Beekeeping is part of the outdoor education curriculum at Elemore Hall.  Pupils are encouraged 

to participate in the upkeep of the hives and are taught about the importance of bees in our eco 

system.  The hives have been known to produce a lot of honey, which is used in the school kitchen 

and food technology. 

“Being able to get next 
to the bees and see them 
producing the honey is 

incredible!” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 

In addition to the curriculum, Elemore Hall school provides a fantastic range of extra curricular      
activities to enrich the learning experience of all pupils. 

Charity Events 
Charity events are a regular occurrence in our school calendar.  We support many charities both 

nationally and locally such as Children in Need, Red Nose Day, Macmillan and our fundraising 

drive Toilet Twinning (an initiative which enables people in the poorest nations to have clean  

water and sanitation facilities). 

Charity fundraisers can range from fancy-dress football matches and week-long sporting events, 

to coffee mornings and music performances.  Everyone has the opportunity to get involved and 

help others in our community. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Theatre Trips 
In collaboration with the English curriculum, pupils across key stages 3 and 4 regularly have the 

opportunity to visit local theatres to watch live performances.  Shows in the past have included 

Billy Elliot, Jersey Boys, Blood Brothers and Footloose.  Educational trips such as this are a      

fantastic opportunity for pupils to be creative and inspired. 
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Wise Drive 
Wise Drive is an annual event led by Durham Constabulary, aimed at year 11 pupils 

who are fast approaching driving age.  Pupils across the county learn about road 

safety and casualty reduction through practical workshops and basic vehicle   

maintenance.   

Activities include seatbelt sled, driving simulators, and meeting local people that 

have first-hand experience of the dangers of our roads.  In the past, pupils have      

replaced car tyres, won driving lessons and met some of our local Police Interceptors.  

Wise Drive is an enjoyable day with a serious edge! 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Key Stage 4 pupils have the opportunity to gain Bronze level of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.        
It consists of 4 sections; physical, skill, volunteer and expedition.  There are numerous activities on offer 
in school for pupils to take part in which will count towards the award.  Examples of these activities 
include football, swimming, climbing, bush craft, creative writing and model making.  There are also 
opportunities for pupils to explore their own independent activities, particularly for the volunteering 
section. 
The expedition section involves a 2 day walking and overnight camping adventure. Pupils undergo 
extensive training in the classroom to learn about map reading, route planning, first aid, nutrition etc. 
and become responsible for planning their own route.  Bronze level can be achieved over a 6 month 
period.  There is also chance that pupils may decide to progress to Silver level in year 11. 

Bush Craft / Forest Schools 
With a little bit of effort comes great reward! Bush craft is a fun and exciting lesson which involves 
basic and advanced survival techniques.  In year 10, pupils learn how to safely light and maintain a 
fire, how to boil water and cook a meal.  In lessons, pupils are taught how to carve their own cooking 
utensils, find water and make it safe to drink, and build a natural shelter out of trees and ground  
foliage.  They also learn how to make man-made shelters using tarpaulins and hammocks, understand 
how to keep warm or cool depending upon the time of year, how to identify animals by the tracks 
they leave behind and how to recognise certain trees and plants.  Each year towards the end of the 
course, pupils have the opportunity to participate in a three day residential Bush Craft camp where 
they can practice their skills in natural woodland away from their normal surroundings.  To make 
good use of our amazing grounds, all pupils access Forest Schools at different times whilst at Elemore.  
In key stage 3 this is part of the culture programme, however it is also an extended activity. 



A BROAD LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

The provision for music and drama is strong and very well resourced. Pupils make good  
academic progress in the performing arts.  They also grow in confidence and can perform 
well in front of large audiences.  For example, their recent performance of ‘Romeo and  

Juliet’ at the Gala Theatre in Durham merited a standing ovation from the full house. 

OFSTED 17 

“The all male cast from Elemore Hall School 
were extremely patient and understanding 
when doing their tech rehearsal and remained 

professional throughout the day.” 

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL COORDINATOR 

“It was a real delight to see such a great group of 
students become so integrated with the other school 
and perform in such a creative and professional 

way.” 

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL COORDINATOR 

“Performing at the Gala 
Theatre was a fantastic 
experience. I’d never 
had this opportunity  

before and I loved it!” 
 

Actor, 
Romeo and Juliet 

ROMEO & JULIET 
GALA THEATRE, 

DURHAM 

“Our involvement was 
recognised in the 

promotional material for 
the 2017 Shakespeare 

Schools Festival!” 
 

Actor, Macbeth 

School concerts are a key enrichment activity and take pride of place in our school calendar.  They help  
pupils develop self-confidence, self-esteem and a sense of pride and fulfilment.  Through performing pupils 
also learn about working with others and commitment to a shared goal.  The school has periodic on-going 
workshops with Live Music Now (visiting musicians exploring genres and different cultures), visits to New  
College and the Gala Theatre to watch Rock school performances. 

 

Performances range from intimate sessions with musicians, such as harp playing and whole-school explora-
tion, e.g. Africa Day, to major drama productions.  Past productions include Romeo & Juliet and Macbeth 
where pupils proudly took to the stage at the Gala Theatre as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival and 
most recently, Oliver! 

 
Pupils are encouraged to participate and get involved in any way, whether they act, sing, help operate 
sound and lighting, or help with setting up stage equipment.  Pupils learn how to create and follow stage    
directions and partake in intense rehearsals. 



“At first I felt 
embarrassed but I 
ended up enjoying 

it. My confidence has 
really grown.” 

 
Actor, Macbeth 

It was brilliant (and we’re still 

emotional) 

OLIVER! 

“Students and teachers alike have put hard 
work, imagination, determination and passion 
in to this production, and were a credit to the 

school.” 

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL COORDINATOR 

“I felt overwhelmed 
with happiness 
because of the 

audience.” 
 

Actor, Oliver! 

“I felt so nervous, I didn’t 
sleep the night before but 
I’m pleased I’ve done it 

because I’ll get a bigger 
part next time. El from the 
Sage helped me a lot with 

my confidence.” 
 

Actor, Oliver! 

Was amazing well done to everyone x “A brilliant example 
of how well staff 
work with pupils.” 

 
Audience member, 

Oliver! 

It was amazing as usual. Oliver was 

amazingly done and of course my little 
Russian keyboard player made me 

proud. Well done all involved. 

LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

“An outstanding 
example of the spirit 

and collective 
positive attitude that   

pupils have.” 
 

Audience member, 
Christmas concert 

OLIVER! 
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WIDER LEARNING AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Most pupils participate in extended evening activities.  These are provided Monday to Thursday and 
every pupil has the opportunity to participate and get involved.  All pupils are encouraged to take 
part in the activities programme and it is up to them to choose the activities which they would like to 
try.  Some activities take place immediately after school, others take place after tea time. 

A timetable is designed each term to let pupils know what activities are running.  The scope of      
activities is vast.  Some activities alternate to accommodate the changing seasons, e.g. ice skating 
runs during winter months, fishing runs during summer.  Some activities take place on school premises 
although most take place offsite in the wider community.  We travel to these venues via school car or 
minibus. 
 
Classic examples of activities include... 

4-5pm 5-530pm 530-6pm 6-8pm 8pm  

After 
school 

club 

Tea 
Social 

time 

Main 

activity 

Taxi 

home 
Residential 

EXTENDED EVENINGS 

Independence 
skills 

Mountain 
biking 

Football 

Trampolining 

Film club 

Army 
cadets 

Art club 

Bush craft 

Climbing 

Golf 

Roller skating 

Ice skating 

Archery 

Music club 

Gardening 

Swimming 

Board 
games 

Youth club 

Fishing 

ELEMORE HALL SCHOOL      PROSPECTUS 22 



 

Participating in such activities gives pupils positive experiences, opportunities to develop interests, 
skills and talents.  Group participation also enables the development of friendship and creates a 
sense of community. 

“My favourite part 
of staying back is 
going swimming.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 

“I get to do stuff 
that I wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to 

do at home.” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 

“I love staying 
back, the activities 

are class.” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 

“I go to the  
Youthie, see me mates 

and play a few 
games  of pool.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 

The school’s provision of extra-curricular activities is 
strong. Many pupils attend activities until 8pm on 

school days. 

OFSTED 2017 



RESIDENTIAL 

Residency at Elemore Hall provides overnight places for up to 25 pupils, between two living units; 
Bede and Cuthbert.  Each living unit consists of a communal living room, kitchen, showers, toilets and 
bedrooms for one, and up to three pupils.  Pupils can stay at school to develop their personal, social 
and independence skills. 
 
Residency is available on a flexible boarding basis, where pupils stay for one, two, three or four 
nights from Monday to Friday.  A mix of care, teaching and learning support staff work during     
extended evenings and care and senior staff work overnight.   
 
Pupils are responsible for their own bedrooms.  Resident and extended pupils are able to use all  
other facilities for social learning, activities and relaxation.  Facilities include board games, communal 
TV, Play Station, PCs, books and craft materials. 

The children and young people thoroughly enjoy their residential stays. They receive 
good individualised support that meets their needs and they are regularly consulted. 
Overall, healthcare arrangements are effective, and activities are a strength. The      

residential accommodation meets the children and young people's needs.  

OFSTED 2017 

“I like the freedom I get 
but I enjoy the 

responsibilities I have to be 
more self-sufficient like 

making sure my clothes are 
clean and tidy.” 

 
Elemore Hall pupil 
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The children and young people have a very positive boarding experience. Relationships with the 
staff are meaningful, and the children and young people have positive friendships with their peers. 

All of the children and young people are thriving and achieving academically.  

OFSTED 2017 

“I stay back three 
nights a week! I love 

it!” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 

“I don’t know what my 
favourite part of 

staying back is but I do 
know I stay back two 

nights a week!” 
 

Elemore Hall pupil 



One of the most important things pupils can do to achieve academic success is also one of the 
most basic: attend school every day. In fact, research has shown that attendance is one of the 
biggest factors influencing future and academic success.  Elemore Hall School wants all pupils to 
get the most out of their education and attending regularly is an important part of this. 
 
Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most positive ways parents and carers can    
prepare children for success in school including achieving better results and developing healthy     
lifestyle habits.  By attending class regularly, pupils are more likely to understand and enjoy what is 
on offer. Those who attend school regularly are much more likely to perform better in their exams 
and gain more qualifications. 
 
Parents and carers have a responsibility to ensure their children attend school regularly.  If pupils are 
ill or unable to come to school it is the responsibility of parents and carers to inform the school of the 
reasons for absence as soon as possible to ensure it is authorised.  The school can no longer permit 
term time holidays, and these will be classed as an unauthorised absence.  By making school         
attendance a priority, parents and carers can take an important step in supporting their child’s school 
success, and set a good example.  Remember, every day counts! 

ATTENDANCE 

The school nurse visits weekly and provides effective 
advice and support in relation to issues such as 

healthy eating and sexual health. 

OFSTED 2017 

We are fortunate to facilitate additional support in school from outside agencies such as our school 
nurse who comes in every week; providing a link between school, home and the community.  Her aim 
is to improve the health and wellbeing of children and young people.  We also have an anti-bullying 
mentor and educational psychologist who provide weekly support and we can offer other services as 
required. 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 

Smoking 
cessation 

Sexual 
health 

Mental health 
& wellbeing 

Healthy 
eating 

Height & 
weight 

management 

Immunisations 

Drugs & 
alcohol 

C-Card 

Health & 
hygiene 

Keeping 
active 
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Elemore Hall School 
Pittington 
Durham 
DH6 1QD 
 
0191 372 0275 
0191 372 2658 
 
elemore@durhamlearning.net 
www.elemorehallschool.com 
 
Richard Royle 
 
Michael Walsh 

We strongly encourage any prospective pupil and parent/or carer (and other linked professionals) 
to visit the school.  A visit allows us to give a more personal insight into how the school works and also 
provides the opportunity to ask any further questions. 
 
Please see our website for further details and check out our blog for the latest updates and news. 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

Address 
 
 
 
 
Telephone 
 
 
Email 
Website 
 
Head Teacher 
 
Chair of Governors 

“I was really worried 

about my son moving up 

to secondary school as it 

is a big change but he 

has managed really 

well.” 

 

Parent/Carer 

“We’re over the 
moon with his     

progress.” 
 

Parent/Carer 
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